
MY FIRST HIGH NOTES ON CLARINET!

Now that we’ve mastered the right hand notes; Low E, F, G, A and B, we can start to learn how to 
turn these lowest notes into our frst high notes on the clarinet.

These higher notes, from 3rd line B and up to C above the staf are called the CLARION REGISTER.

Let’s play our Low Notes and this tme, we’ll hold the Low Notes and IN THE SAME BREATH nudge 
the Register Key with our thumb.

You’ll hear that the Low Note will jump up and become a High Note, or Clarion Register Note.

It’s important to:

 Keep the embouchure frm.
 Keep pushing the air from our tummy.
 Don’t Bite!
 Keep the tongue in a positon liie we are saying “EEEEEEEE.”
 DON’T SLIDE THE LEFT THUMB ONTO THE REGISTER KEY!!! THE LEFT THUMB STILL HAS TO 

COVER THE THUMB HOLE. JUST USE THE TIP OF THE THUMB TO NUDGE AND HOLD THE TIP 
OF THE REGISTER KEY. 

It’s important to note that the low notes DO NOT jump up to the same HIGH NOTE!!!

For example, LOW E DOES NOT become HIGH E. Low E becomes HIGH B. This is actually a distance 
(interval ) of a 12th but we’ll tali more of that later. For now, just remember that every low note 
becomes a diferent high note.
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OK, it’s later. Yeah, that wasn’t very long was it?

How can we remember which High Note our Low Note fngerings become? Or, which Low Note 
fngerings to use to get a certain High Note?

It’s easy!!!

Can you count to 5?

Have a looi below

Let’s maie a Table of Low Notes and High Notes

We can see that Low E becomes High B.

Low F becomes High C

And so on.

If we count up 5 notes from E (go on, use your fngers) we get E  F  G  A  B.
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Low Note High Note
E B
F C
G D
A E

Bb F
C G
D A
E B
F C



Have a looi at the table and YES! If you count up 5 notes from the Low Note, you get the High Note 
it pops up to.  

Also, we can wori out which Low Note fngering we need to play any High Note, by countng down 5 
notes.

For example, we need to play a 3rd Line B in the middle of the staf.

So, count down 5 notes.

B, A, G, F, E

And sure enough, if we fnger a low E and pop it up, it becomes our 3 rd line B

So, practce Popping all the LOW NOTES up to their corresponding HIGH NOTES, untl you’ve 
mastered each pair and can memorize the notes of each pair.

Don’t worry if the highest notes don’t sound for now. They’ll come with tme and practce and prety
soon we’ll be playing all the HIGH NOTES just liie the big iids.

HAVE FUN AND WORK HARD!
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